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An Appeal,

Ob ! yo who loll o affinence and onss,
Dlest with the swests sud Juxaries of life—
Who never folt misforinue’'s stern decrees,
Nor hold with poverty igmoble utrife,
Have yo ol vighod o'er esd oM olion's tale ?
Or wepl Lo seo the saffirings of the poor?
Or with sweet pity board the mouruful wail
OFf henrts bereavel boyoud what ye endare !

The widow desolate, the orphan left,
Weeping alood o'er the noburied dead;
Cf husband aud of father Line boreft,
And loft perehisnse to bag thair dally bread,
Cast ont the wosld without an earthly stay,
Ko home Lo oliser them —not a Jiving friond
To shieid and sheltor them on life 8 bleak way,
O'er wLich they know not where their fool-
steps wond,

Or bave ye marked %o tollor ol rioken low
Thrown out of work, aud starvicg in the
rlresls,
Whose Iabor be'ped to swell the pompons show
Where pride disdains the supp'iaut it meets,
And frowns upon bis ohildren's wasted forms
E'en while their fathor begs to work for'
them,
Whom eallous opsiarts ook npan ss worms, "
And mock tuo clsims they Lonrilesly con-
temn

Have yo not known the pleasure of the jasl,
When with humanity their bosoms glowed,
And thought of Him in whom the righteons

trust
While Heaven's blest mercies were in love
bestowed !
Ii'en e yo soothe the wro'chied (n thelr woe,
Or foed the famished, bid the weary rest,
Then in the texrs of gratilnde which flow
May yo uot feal like them divnely blest ¥

THE CRYSTAL-SEEKER.,

A FAIRY TALE,
FROM THE GELRMAN OF JULIUS STURM

Deep within the mounlains on the
banks of a beantiful blue luks, there
stood for many years a litlls honse of
mean appearsnce, It contained only
two wsmall windows, and the dry,
thateh-covered roof was covered with
heavy stones, T'rom bere the eye rest-
ed upon mighty mountain rauges, that
raised their glittering summite, decked
with everlasting snow, far into the blue
ether; the glance soon fell, howaver,
npon the travsparent orystal Inke, where
the dazzling white monutain tops ap
peared to plunge into the boltomlesy
depth below, Nuomberless sweet and
fragrant flowers, which, althongh thoy
wore so gmall, made a show of splendid
color, blossomed in the meadows that
bordered (he lake, Here elittered, nmid
the verdant green, the blua star of the
gentian; thera the elegant Alpine prim-
rosa rearel ita rosy head, while close by
n white avemone, likes mnewly-fallen
/ ;
snowflake, appeared to rest upon ita
atately stalk; while around abont the
mountain, like a purple borler, stood
the blooming burhes of the Alpine
rose, Far and near thera reigned
& profound silence, omly broken
now and then by the dismal ery
of the greedy hawk, or by the shrill
whirtle of the mountain rat, etanding on
guard,

In the little lonely and poverty-striok-
en hounse lived o man and his wife and a
troop of poorly-clothed but blooming
and sprightly childran, The man looked
very odd when he ctepped out of bhis
little house in the morning. He was
Inrgo and strongly built, had a long,
gray beard, and wore a round hat, orna-
nented with a large eagle feather, and
over his ehonlder hnug o <hamois skin;
on bis feel he wore thick, nailed shoes,
at his side hung a brown leather pocket
and a very large hammer, and in his
right hand he carried a long stick with
a sharp iron point at the end, With a
slow step he wandersd up hill deap
among the monntains, The man was a
orysial-acekor, When he came back to
the honse in the evening, his pocket was
often filled with mountain erystale which
he songht for in deop caverns, and fuite
often with danger to his life, These
stones his wife then offered for eale, and
from the money ranaivad for them the
numerous family were miserably enongh
supported, Oupe day when the man had
long songht in v ain, and had continned
mounting higher and higher, a fissnre in
tho rocks arrested his atiention, He
peered into the darknees of the cave, but
goon drew back afraid, for from ont the
deep hollow n light came to meet him,
Before be had recovered hin senses, &
little miner stood before him, oa-rying
in his bhand a miner's lamp, The little
fellow wns dressed exaotly like the
orysinl-sceker, Lod sllowed his gray
beard to grow just as long, sud his face
presented the anme weather-benten ap-
pearance, aud from under bushy eye-
brows his #mall, decpset eyes peered
cunningly forth, The erystal secker did
not know what to make of i, aud looked
at the little man with great, wondering
eyes. Bat the little man called out in
a shrill, artful volos: “What is there to
gtare nt so, yon greal lubber? Yon
gngn ot me wsa oow does ata new gate |”

“Do not be quite so rongh, sir dwarf, "
replind the tall mav, I hardly think
yon will try to epoil my trade.,” “Hil"
langhed the liktle one; “*how wonld it ba
it Iehonld prove master and yon the
dabbler? Let's geo what you have
found." *“'As many a0 yon Liave, eure
ly,"” wad the answer that eamo fre tfully
onongh, “'Ob, yon great [fellow,”
langhod the little man; *‘sea hers |"—
Aud vhe little man openod hin leathor
ponoly, which was fitlad to the top with
the most dapslingly besubifal stonon 1hat

i

ihe man conceived s wonderful respect
for the little dwarl, and said:. **Where
did you flod these costly stones 7' *'Hi,
Li!" eaid the little man ol the moun
tains; *men gunestion fools thue." How-
aver, the man began to entreat him, and
spoke so well that the dwarf said: “if
you have sufflcient courage for the e x-
pedition, you ean go with me to-day,"
While the ecrystal-secker was consider.
ing n moment to see il he dared, the
dwnarf cried out seornfulty: “Now you
can see how little courage a tall man
han; e does not dare vo go with me onee
on & search |" The crystal seeker, who,
it must be admilted, felt very nneasy in
the presenoce of the mountain dwarl, de-
flantly gathered his conrage together
and oried: ““What you dare, I can also
dare 1" Thben both wanderad deeper in
among the mountsins, and at last the
dwarf came to a stand before a cave and
lit his little lamp, **This is the way to
go in,” he oried, and at once he was
throngh the hollow. The large man
was obliged to stoop and croep after him
on his hands and knees, and the dwarf
deridel him for this and called ont:
“That eomes [rom your &ize; were you
small like myself it wonld be easier for
you; but come on now, we are almost ai
the end,” BiLill wider and wider grew
the cave, and at last it spread itzell ont
into an immense grotto, The dwarf
held the lamp up against the walls and
oried ont: *“Bee, only sec |" The man
stood still with astonishment, for the
wonderful rooky structure was before
him, and wherever the litlle man of the
mountaing allowed the light to fall, it
brightened and eparkled with all the
colors of the rainbow, ss thongh all the
crystals in the world were gathered to-
gether there, The orystal-sceker drow
his fingers feverishly over thoem, then
convnlsively seized his hammer in order
to fill his leather pocket on the spot,
when the dwarf called ont imperatively :
“One alone, and no more, and this one
only thet yon may not think in the
morning that you have been dreaming."
The man did not appear to pay auy &l-
tention to what he said, but the dwarf
continned, thresteningly: *If you do
not obey I will put ount the light, and
yon will see how yon can get ont of the
monntains,"”

The man locked nnxionsly at the
light, and began to entreat, but the
dwarf adhered to his first ocommand:
“One, and no more,” *Then light me,"
begged the crystal-seeker, 'that at least
I may seek for the fincat one,” This
request was graoted Lim, but s long
time elapsed before the man could de-
clde upon a choice, At last| yos, this
was surely the largest and fiuest crystal,
A short etroke with the hammer, and
the stone sprang off with a ringing
sonnd, “Now yon have yonr shiare, "
gaid the man of the mountains; *'wowill
go on our way back.” After saying
these words he wandered on ahead with
the lamp in his hand, and the eryatal-
seeker crept paiofully after into the
open air. *Listen; I know many of such
caverns,” said the pigmy, “and T know
aleo of oaves in which quite differont
stones abonnd,” Then he felt leisurely
in his pocket and held up before the
astonished orystal-seeker a handful of
sparkling precious stones, and gaid,
winking cunningly with his eye: “Shall
I take you under my instraction.” Theu
the poor cerystal-reeker laughed in his
heart and said: “Yes, you are the mas-
ter; let me bo the scholar,” **You are
qnite large enongh for that,” laughed
the dwarl; “but what will yon pay me
for ftmition?" *“Ah|[” anawerad b=,
Isughing, *'I am only & poor may, but I
will aarve yon s whole yenr for nothing,”
Ut is needless,” tittered the dwarf,
“‘your service would be of little ure to
me; I hava workmen enongh; that we
may be even, yon must give me your
youngest little daughter for a wife, She
will have a good time wit’. me, for you
must know I am king of the mountain
dwarfs; deep among the mountains
glands my oastle, You shall seeit, All
the windows are made of precious stones,
and every year a hundred thonsand will-
*o-the-wisps are burned out as lamps,
There shall your danghter live aud be
quoen I" The orystal-seeker shook his
head sadly nnd said: **No, T will never
do that. The youngest one is my fa-
vorite, and what wonld my poor wife
sayt”’ *'As you wish,"” said the dwarf,
“‘but yon will soon think better of it, Tt
you will giva me your little girl for my
quoen-wife, come with her to the moun-
tain that yon saw over yonder, and kuock
with your hammer, And that yon may
not go home empty-handed, 1 will give
youn present for my little lady love 1"
With thess worda the little mas felt in
his pooket and drew out a chain, &
beantiful golden oliain, and said: “That
will suit yonr little daughter nicely; and
now farewell, and do not conlinne ne
stapid as you long hsve been,” Hardly
had the little man sald this thau he dis.
appeared, and the crystal-secker stood
in the midst of u thick elond and with
great dificnlty found his way home,—
When ho reached the house there wis
groat rejoloing, but the man had not any
pleasant words for his ohildren. Ho wus
thinking all the time of the oave foll of
orystals and of the precious ptoves that
the dwarl coarried in bis poeket, Hie
wife did not know what to make of her
hnsband: she receivad no answer to all

| bk to the monulains; the cave was.on
Lis brain,

But in spite of his earnest seaking the
oave was not to bes found, and in the
evaning he brought nothing beek with
him exsept a buneh of hawthorn, The
flourwas out, hunger present; what was
now to be dene? The unbappy man
glanced seeretly abt his youngest little
daughter and thonght: Would it not be
better for me to give her to the moun-
tain dwarl than that we shounld all go
bungry. But then her mother; no, it
can not be, And what would becoms
of the poor child’s soul ? To-morrow 1
will go into the mountains again, and
my wife can meanwhile sell the stone
that I have in my pocket. The chain I
dare not allow to be seen, people wounld
think I had stolen it. Bo he gave his
wife the commission to go into the next
town and finda purciaser for the orystal
which he took from hig pocket and buy
bread with the money thus obtained.

Then he Inid upon his couch, bnt
could not sleep, for he wns alwaye
thinking of the monatain dwarf, of his
balovel youvgest ehild, of his great
poverty, and of the riolies he might ob-
tain provided he would sacrifice nis lit-
tle danghter, In the might he rose many
times and stood beside the bad of his
youngest little one and eighed: *'Oh,
yon poor, dear child I His wife heard
him, and askel What was the matter with
him. But ha only answered: *““Anxiety
prevents me from sleeping; 1 came home
empty-handed, and I fear will often re-
torn thus, Toan not find my way rightly
in the mountains sny more, and the
stones aro as hard to find ss thongh my
foet were clogged by lead.” His wile
tried to comfort him, but he only sighed:
“It can pot 1nst mneh longer; we must
goon all starve, Oh, my poor, dear
ehild 1"

The wife saw that all was not right
with him and started on her way before
daylight, while the children were yet
nsleep, for shie thought: “If I can only
bring back bread agaiu, then ho will be
reasoniable, Hahnrs always been a brava,
pious man, who has often bid me look
to God for comfort when care bas op-
pressed mo,”
Hurdly bhad his wile left the house
when the husband etood again beside
his little daunghter's bed. BShe lay so
awoelly there before him that he soitly
kiseed the ¢hild and said to himself:
“No, you shall stay with ns, let things
go as thay will,” Sunddenly he thought
of the golden choin; “Ah!" cried he,
“I had almost forgoiten it, I mustjust
see low it looks npon her white neck,”
e eeized the chain and laid it softly
upon the neck of the little slesper,—
Hardly bad he done so when he became
very much alarmed, A death-like pal-
lor overspread the child's face, her heart
beat undibly, and her white lips wero
drawn as if in pain, More and more
strangely the little face became altered,
The father experienced anindercribable
angnish; he wished to take off the ohain,
but in vain, for, despite her suffering,
the child awoke, felt aronnd her neck
with her little hands, aud looked com-
plainingly at her father, He tried to
foothe her, but she began to ory vio-
lently, and hLer features continued to
change more and more, until at last it
appeared to the angnish-stricken man a8
though the faceof the mountain dwarl
lay in the cradle before him, He oursed
the malignant dwarl, and cried out des
perately: My good wife must not see
the child like this. Bhe must away!
away ont of the house! the dwarl las
bewitched her, he has congnered by his
arts, and so he shall have the child; but
the price must stand as he eaid, that he
ponduct me to the cavein which the
precious stones grow. 1 will besome
rich, so rich that the king will be a beg:
gar in comparigon with me,” Hs took
the sorenming ohild from the cradle,
wrapped it in his chamois gkin in spite
of its struggles, dressed himself, bound
tho child upon his back, snd flad, ad
though pursued by evil spirits, into the
mountain, The stara shons wonderfully
olear, and when he stood alone in tha
golitnde of the everlnsting hills, with
the mosuning child upon his back, it
geemed to his dismayed soul as thongh
the etars whot darts of fire throngh his
heart; then he thought sgain npon his
poverty, and it seemed to him as though
the whole heavens hung full of shining
procious stones, and as though he need
only stretoh forth hishand and all wonld
be hia ns the price for his child, He
ruslied forward again, and the way led
over mighty glaciers; suddenly the
gronnd gave way under his feet, and he
fell into a deep orevasre, When he re-
covored his senses he maw tho stars
shining npon him, and behind aud be-
fors him was ios, cold ic2, Biill there
wat ground under his feet, and he saw
thiat he stood npon an immense ice blook,
which had been foroed into the crevasse,
A moaning voice reachéd hisear. The
bandle was gone, Before him lay his
ohild; he saw her clearly, for the dawn
had commenoed alrendy, He raised hia
ohild np; she throw her little arms
aronnd her father's neok and sobbed:
“Oh, I'm e3ld 1" He pressed her ngainst
his hesrt and looked, eighing, toward
lieaven ; then he laid her again upon the
block of ice, wonnd her in the chamois
gkin, and tried to olimb np the wall, —
But it wns & vnin shoggle, Then he

hor kind words, Before the next day | maht of the hamme :
; onght of the b r that he osrried
{he oryelal.senker had over spon, Then | dawned the orystel seaker  wandered 1 h} hinili«’(a, and hegan to hew slips into

the wall, and as he pounded and thump-
ed, his beart and consvienoe awoke, and
he thought upon the sin that he was
about to oommit; and his fanlt stoodont
before him in all its darkness, He way
eeized with deep repentance, and while
he worked with the hammer he prayed
to God for merey.

The man suceseded at last, after Lard
labor, in monntisg up from the cre-
vasse; qnickly he steppedup, and bounds
the ohild again upon his back and
walked carefully forward, When, hap-
pily, he climbed ont above, he threw
himself prayerfully upon his kunres —
Day bad come, Far around the muan-
tain.tops glowed in the morning rad, and
the glory of the Lord enlightaned his
heart, He wished to see If the child
were uphurt, He took her from his
back, and oh, wonder!| before him lay
his lovely, blooming little dsughter,—
The chain had slipped off and lay upon
the block of ies in the orevasse, The
man rejoiced alond, hugged and kissad
his ¢hild and harried home; he thonght
no more of poverty or riches, but of a
merciful God who hal saved him froma
great sin,

When he resched home the other
ehildren lay still asleep in their dark
ohamber, becanss no ope had awakened
them, He laid his little danghter in her
warm bed and she soon fell asleep,—
When she awakel sha remembered
nothing that*had befallen her in the
night, and the other children had not
noticed the absence of their father and
little gister, TIn the evening the mother
returned from the city much depugssed,
the beantiful eryatal having met with s,
to her, inexolicable zesident, to wit: as
ghie was taking the oostly stone from her
pocket to showit to a dealer it had
suddenly splitinto countless small and
quite worthless picoesin Lier hand.
Thus she hal been obliged to retnrn
home withoun! bread. In tears she re-
Iated this to her husband, who, with a
joyful face, was rocking his youngest
little denghter. She feared bhe would
be angry, or at least quite vexed; in-
gtend he gave her his Land in & friendly
manner, somforted her, and direoted her
to Heaven for help.

She rejoicad inwardly at the change
which had taken placain her husbaud,
but conld not, however, imagine how it
had come to pass that he had enddenly
becomo quite cnrageons,

When ths crystal-seeker went forth
into the mountains the next morniog he
stepped briskly as thongh he had been
ten years younger, With folded hands
his wife stood at the door and followed
the departing one with a friendly glenee
and nod of the head, and then went beek
to her work,

When it bagan to grow dark she
looked often toward the monutains; at
last she canght sight of the returning
one, who already hailed her from a dis-
tanes, taking off his bat, and then hal-
looed so londly that all the children ran
out of the hut aod hastened to meet
their father.

As the latter came nearar he beld his
leather pocket mp—thers was now an
end to want; he returped with a heavy
load of sparkling orystala, The path he
had taken led bim high up among the
mountaing, and snddenly it sppeared to
him as though he were stapding in the
game place where he once stood with
the dwarf, Ho looked around carefully,
and there, behind a blook of granite, he
discov ered a cavern, Ho crept in npon
bis hands and knees, After he had gone
a litfle distaves he found that he could
raiss himselfl up,

Then he took & miner's lamp from his
pooket and lit it; he was not yet at the
right gpot. Comrageously he wandered
further, when suddenly ont of a crevice
in the rock, by the light of his lamp, the
beantifal erystals camo flushing forth to
mest him, He gought no further, but
staid to fill his pocket; his joy over his
fortunate search caused Lim to return
quickly homeward to his wife and chil-
dren,

There was great joy that eveniog in
the littls but; but the most joyful one
in the happy circle was the father, who
had taken his littls danghter in his arms
and given her the largest erystal in her
hand,

In the course of time prosperity in-
arensed in the little houge, and ove day
the crystal-secker brought home with
him & gold chain which he had bought
in the town; from the ohain was gus-
pended a eross of mountain orystal; it
wis & present for his youngest little
daughter, who stood before him frosh
4% & blooming rows, apd upon whose nook
he fastened, with n father's holy bless-
ing, thergolden chain with the oross,

Miohigan has csuse to be prond of its
finanocial oondition. Her debt is $800,-
000, while there is $004,000, in her
sinking fund to pay it. A more extraor-
dinary circumstanoe than this is the faot
that the new state eapitol, which is com
pleted and paid for,nctually cost £15,000
loas than the appropriation made for
building it. -

The German guvernment, recognising
the danger of smoking tobacoo by youthe,
have sorionsly taken the maiter in band,
as it considers the practice dangerona
to the constitntion, In many towns the
police have received orders to prevent
all youths nnder sixteen years of ngo
from smoking, A Belgisn physicing
eonpiders it ontses solor blindnons,

Eemarkable Dreams,

Rav. Dewitt Talmage in the course of
n sermon on dreams, delivered in
Brooklyn, N, Y., after quoting numer-
wus inslavees in which God bad made
kuown His wishes by dreams or visions
to the prophets of old, remarked that
while Le did not have faith in the pree
phetie chnracter of the majority of
dreams in these lnter days, when we
hava tbe Bible for guidunce—attrib-
uting most dreams to overloaded
stomachs—cited a number of remarkable
evidences of dreams beng fore-warnings
a8 follows: Last of all, I would say
tha! God does etill at this very day, ap-
pear to persons io dreams, All dreams
that make yon better are from God, and
therefors, a good dream that results in
good must be from Him., The old
fathers of the Christian ehurch believed
in dreams, Tertnllian accepted them,
John Huss' dreams have become immor-
tal, The night before the assassination
of Julius Cmiar, his wife dreamed that
he fell dead scross her lap, I haves
friend, s retired wsea captain, who
dreamed one night that & euffering
ship's crew were drifting somewhere in
in his vicinity, He ronsed up his men,
and made sail, and kept on sailing until
they thought he was stark mad. Final-
ly he came upon a half-starved crew on
a raft, took them in, fed them, and
brought them to Now York. Who sent
thnt dream? The God of the sea | In
1605 a ship from Bpithead was wrecked
on ocertain rocks, called the Caskets,
The crew climbed on the rocks, and the
caplain of a ship from Bouthampton had
twice in one night dreamed that ship-
wrecked sailors were dying on the Cas.
kete, He heeded the dream, sailed out
of his conrse, and took off the suryivors.
Who eondueted that dream? The God of
thesea! The God of the rocks! The Rev,
Dr. Bashnel tells of a dream that hap-
pened & [riend of his, Oapt, Younnt, in
the Bierra Nevadas. Youaol dreamed
twice in the same pight that a family
was slowly starving and freezing to
death in the snow., Hemming in their
camp, bhe saw (in his dream) rocks of a
of & pecnliar formation euch a8 he had
never beheld before. He told it the next
morning to a ueighbor, and the neiph-
bor said ‘Great heaveus | Those nre
oxactly the kind of rocks they have at
—,'naming A canon in the mountains
1560 miles distant. On the strength of
his dream, Capt, Yount, despite the
speers and laughter of his neighbors,
gatbered a company of men, started for
the canon, where, sure enough, they
found the freezing and starving family,
Who ocondue’ed that dream? The God
of the snow! The God of the Bierra
Novadas |
Dr. Cranage, at Wellington, England,
related to me how the Lord had appear-
ed wonderlully to a poor woman in that
village, One morning when she stood
starving at the door of her coltnge with
another poor woman, her only compan-
ion, she suddenly cried out, *Ohl Jenny,
I see mountains of bread. I see moun-
tains of butter,” Jenny said, ‘All these
things belong to your Father, aud do
yon think he'll let you die? ‘Shortly
alterward relief came, and the poor
woman, who bad been at the point of
starvation, was supplied with abundint
necessarios, Who condunoted that vision?
The God of the hungry and starviog!
Why, there are people in this house
who bave been converted to God in a
dream. The Rev, John Newton, while
a proflignte sailor on shipboard, saw a
beautiful being descend out of the
elonds and put a ring of priceless valne
on his finger. The being said, ‘Keep the
ring on, and you will prosper.” Another
being not so beantiful came up
and tried to indnoe him to throw the
ring into the sea, Monntains of fire
appeared on the horizon, elonds lurid
with wratk shone overhead, the
dark angel was fast persuading him, and
at last John Newton, in despair, flung
thering overboard., Then anotherangel
sppeared and plunged in ssylog, ‘I'll get
it and keep it for yon,’and when he
rose to the surface with the ring shining
in his grasp, the flery mountain faded
awny on the seaboard and the lurid light
jeft thesky, Then John Newton knew
that the ring was his eoul,

A German who was crogsing the At-
lautio saw ina dream s man with a hand-
ful of white flowers, When he arrived
in New-York he wandered into the Fal-
ton-street prayer meeting, and saw 8
great bunch of ttberoses in the hands
of the oluss-lender, The German follow-
ed him home, beetme converted, snd
enlisted nnder the banner of the cross,
That German to-day is a city miesions-
ry, John Hardeastle, another sailor,
dreamed that he attended a roll-call on
whioh his name was left ont, and when
he nsked tho resson, wes fold that it
was to give him time to repent,

A New Expori,

Manure is now one of the articles of ex-
port from Baltimore, A company Las
started nn establishment in south Balti-
more, where half a doren preeses, simi-
lar to those used [or cotton, sre at work
bailing the mannre, It in packed for
shipment in parcels lika bales of hay,
and veesel loads are sent to North Caro-
lips, Virginia and other atates, while
some bas been ordered from Coba, A
covering of burlap bagging is put on
pome of the bales, nod when thus pre-
pared they are ns neat looking aa pack-
ages of dry goods, The material is pro-
gnred op contracts for stable product of
stroet par companies and obhers,

Fatal Superstition Among Russians,

The reported ravages of diphtheria in
Russia offer a fresh aud most laments.
ble instance of the extent {o which the
grealest hnman calamities may bo aggra.
vated by ignorance and snperstition. It
is often found absolutely impossible to
persusde the Rassisn pedsanta Lo anccept
medical aid of any kind, even when in
extremity, To all such offers they re-
ply with their wonted fatalism, ‘If we
are to die, no medicine can save us ; if
we aro to live we don't need it." The
prolonged fasts of the Greck churoh,
the practice of baptizing infants in ice-
cold water, which it would be thought
impions to warm, and of elothing them
insuflisiently until the age of seven, in
ecomplinnce with some sbsurd supersti-
tion, yearly eanse countless deaths,
Nothing is mort astonnding to a for-
eigner than this niter recklessness of life
among the BSlavoninn raoces, which
evinoed itsell during the great cholora
epidemio of 1871, in details who grotes-
que borror surpassed auythingin De-
foe's history of the London plagne. One
poor wretch seiuslly pointed with pride
to a cofia which he had ‘bought cheap’
&8 soon as the pestilonce began, sud kept
standing in a corner of Lis room ever
gince, in rendipess for immediate use,
‘You know,"he adued, with a ghastly
chuckle, *if my wife and I shonld both
die abont the same time, we can both go
into this coffin, snd that will save the
expense of another,’

A Sad Story.

Some months ago a yoang man named
George Youngs went to Bath, Pa,,
from Behenectady, He was a printer
and was handsome aund iotelligent.
Alice Beers, a beauliful girl, daughter
ol a prominent citizen of the place, fell
in love with Youngs. The pair desirod
to marry, but the girl's patents refused
to consent to the maich, Youngs and
Miss Beers ran away. They returned
next day and Yonogs exhibited p mar-
riage certificate bearing the siguature of
a clergyman. The girl's parente re-
oeived her and her husband to prevent
eoandal. A week or two ago it was
rumored in Bath that Yonngs bad & wife
and child in Behencctady, His Bath
wife was given good evidenos of the faol,
bat she refused to believe it. A gentlo-
man of Bath lust week investigated (he
martage, Ho found that the clergy-
man'se sigoature to the marringe certifi-
cate was forged, and that the ceremouy
Yonugs had had performed was & mock
ceremony at o disroputable house, a
boon eompaunion of his having person-
ated the olergyninn. When the news
was carried to the young wife she fell
to the floor dead, Youogs fled, end no
trace of him has yet been foond, He
has & wife snd two children in Behenee-
tady,

e ——
The American ‘8.7
The editor of the London Whitehall
Review at a dinner, recently, propound-
od the following question: *‘What is
the origin of the sign for the American
dollar.,” The American consn! did not
know,
It was suggestad by one of the guests
upon the anthority of ‘Notes and Que-
ries that the sign was a sort of mono-
gram of the United States, from U, 8,
But this wounld not do,
The American dollar, says the editor,
i taken from tho Bpanish dollar, and
the sign is to be found, of course, in the
npssoointions of the 8panish dollar, We
littered the table with books in the
oourse of onr researches, but 1 proved
my point in the end,
On the reverse of the Spanish dollar
in & representation of the Pillars of Her-
oules, aud ronnd each pillar is n gorall,
with the inscription, *Plus ultra." This
devigo, in the course'of time, hus degon-
erated into the sign whioh stands ab pre
sent for American ag well na Spavish
dollars, ‘®,’
The scroll round the pillars, I take it,
represents the two serpents sent by Juno
to destroy Hercules in his cradle,

How he Became an Actor,

Mr. John MeQalivugh gives an enter-
taining sosonnt of bis first lesniugs to-
ward the drama, It was in & Philadel-
phin shop—as reluted in The News of
that city—that the boy Juhn began his
working life s appreotice in  cbnir-
making. In the ssme shop wae an in-
telligent old mechan'c named Barke,
whose busy lifo bad been brightened by
muoh bard reading, sud who was con-
tinually reciting Shakspoare, greatly to
the boyn delight., Burke's favirite
amusement whon slightly enlivened by
the wine eup wha to murder young Me-
Qullough with n puint brosh, and then
recite with exceeding groat effect over
him, Mare Autony's speech over the dend
COwsar, ‘I booame perfectly sursplured
with the man,” says the actor, ‘and
made such a patient, acoommaodating
oorpse for him that ho finally made mon
present of a copy of Shakspeare, From
that dny the doom of the chairmaking
basiness, go far as I wis ooncerned, was
sealed foraver.

1t is computed from officinl statistios
that the number of clgars smoked ic
Germany during the year 1570 wus
about 7,000,000,000, or two eignrs daily
to 10,000,000 smokers, But besides
oigare, the Germans smoked more than
60,000 tons of tobacco, Tha value of
the tobrooo consumed was more than

880,000,000,

ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST.

Gieneral Grant is the first ex-president
who has visited the upper part of Bouth
Qaroling sinoe Washington passed
throngh in kLis private esrrisgo in the
year 1707,

Alberi Oleson, living near Ciayfleld,
Mo, had both bis eats hard fromen,
Iast week, and two friends, in endeavor-
iug to start u eiroulatiop, rubbed them
clear from Lis head,

The highest diploma for porcelain
paivting in Loodou has been awarded
to Miss Stevens, an American, who
already hns orders from the Prinoe of
Wales and the Dake of Cambridge,

A woman st Ulysses, Ngh,, wrapped
her baby in a sheet and left it in the
warm #shes by the fire-place while she
went to visit a peighbor, and when she
returped the infant was burned to a
erisp,

Four trans-Atlantio steamers, one
from Havana and one from Bermuda,
arrived in a bnpoh at New York one day
recently, aud made thivgs lively in the
great post {1l se, there being one hundred
and sixty thousand letters to sort,

Ex-Qootroller Oonuolly, of New York,
one of the Taeed crowd, now a fugitive
from justios, hes receutly made three
millions in New York speculations, His
gon-in-law conducted the business, This
is not generally the way of the trans-
gressor,

W. Price, a young boy living in Oen-
tre street, Orange, N, J,, while playing
with some comrades, was kicked in the
mouth by one of them, A tooth was
knocked out and down his throat, from

which Le choked to death in a few

minutes,

Tie duty on salt in Russia brings to

the state troasury fifteen and a half mil-

lion dollars sunually, Now the Rossian

press advooates the abolition of the salt
duty, as it falls chiefly on the pooreat
oMusses, and serves rather to depress than
iucrease the unstionsl welfare.

Statistion gathered for the forthcoming
anpual report of the New Jersey labor
barean inelude reports {rom sixly-seven
gilk mills, mostly in Paterson, The
Paterscn mills nlone ewmploy 10,000
hands, besides from 2,000 to 8,000 em-
ployed in their own homes, The an-
nual production of these mills reaches
the total of 14,000,000,

There Las been n frightful mortality

from smallpox in Otlawa, the eapital of
the provioes of Ontario, The deaths
during the lust year were 902, of which

210 wore from emallpox.  Owiog to the
French Canadians being averse {o vao-
olnation, there were 197 deaths [rom

smallpox among them, while the deaths
among others were only 22,

Mr, Telford Tippet, of Howard conuty,

Missouri, while in his well at a depth of

fifty feet, was hemmed in by the upper

part caving in upon him, Two hundred

people from the neighborhood as-

gembled, and after nineteen hours of

arduoas labor, they had the pleasurs of

resoning him alive, theugh soverely

bruised by the flling rocke,

Frenoh privates are prohibited from

traveling in uniform in first-olaes rail-

road carrisges, and 8 writer in Figaro

tells how a poor fellow was lutely refused

a ticket by an expreas, exclusively first-

oluss, when his mother was dying, The
pastengers took compassion, opened

{heir valises, aud rigged bim in enongh

givilian eloth to enable him to pass,

The recent cold westher in Franoe

has recalled the remarkable fuot that in

1795 the severe and prolonged frosts

enubled a reginent of French cavalry to
gain one of the strapgest successes ever
recorded in military snpale, The Lutch

fleet was frozenuyp in one of the harbors
of northern Francs, and in this condi-
tien the vessels were attnoked by these
mounted troops, aud, sfter o vigorous
defense, the admiral was compelled to
pull down bis flag,

(0o Bundsy morning n sléamer ran in-
to the drawbridge on the New York and
New Eagland rosd in Boston harbor, The
blow disurranged the draw and diroon-
nee'ed the trscks, No one was on the
bridge or uear at the time, pnd & frain
woa approachivg when the enginoer no-
ticed the disarrangement, By applying
the air brakes the trein was stopped
within filteen feet of the draw. Had he
fuiled, the traio of five cars, filled with
pussengers, wonld bave gone into the
witor, .

After the numerous discussions of Mr,
Edison's electrie light, it will be inter-
esting to sec exactly what claims for it
Mr. Edison himself is williog to indorse,
A puper is sunonoced to appear in the
Midwinter Seribnor by Mr. Edison's
mathematiolan and assistant, Mr. Fran-
ais R. Upton, which, besides the writer's
intimate conneotion with the inveution
ituelf, hing the farther vouncher of a letter
from Mr Edison, certifyiog that it is
‘the first  correct and anthoritative
aceount.’

Iu D cember, 1876, the United States
express compuny, in New York, recsived
from the Bank of North America a
money package containing $8,000, which
they undertook to deliver to the Firat
National Bauk of Baltimore, The pack.
sge reached there naxt day, and on being
opened was fonnd to contain uothing
but waste paper., The case was given to
some of the mont skilled detectives in the
conntry to work up, but s yet the miss.

peoured a vordiok for the fu)l smount,

4

ing money hus vot been found, T
bagk susd the oxpress company, and hm\

=




